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Wairau Estuary Boardwalk Project, p.2
Wairau Catchment Water Quality Improvements, p.3

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board invites all Milford people 
to the opening ceremony of the

3-on-3 Basketball Court
Saturday, 18 August 2018, 10am, Milford Reserve

There will be a blessing by kaumatua and the opening ceremony, followed by a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament put on by North Harbour Basketball.  NZ Breaker Tom Abercrombie will be present.

Food truck. MRA photo display of Reserve in the Pirate Shippe days of the 1930s and 1940s.

Shooting hoops at Milford Reserve’s new basketball half-court, August 2018.

Wairau Estuary, around 1920. Looking from today’s Inga Rd south-
east towards Omana Rd. Photographer: Home Studio, Takapuna. 
Archives New Zealand, Wellington. Ref: RR19980443_005.
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Bridgeway Theatre, East Coast Rd, Milford, 1920s. 
PA Coll. 6494-15, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington. 

The combined efforts of Milford Residents Assn, Milford Business 
Assn and the whole-hearted backing of the Devonport-Takapuna
Local Board are slowly pushing this project – which was envisaged 
as an aspirational undertaking in the Milford Centre Plan 2015-
2045 – a little further along the track. 

MRA received a grant of $19,000 as seed money to scope a 
boardwalk. With MBA, we have engaged SOLA Landscape 
Architecture for a concept scheme and met with Council for a pre-
consent application meeting. SOLA’s plan and artist’s impressions 
of the scheme are shown here.

MRA has canvassed the views of residents living alongside or 
overlooking the Estuary and all the replies were extremely 
positive. All the people we speak to believe this boardwalk would 
be a tremendous amenity for Milford. 

Two significant steps have recently occurred. Planner Stephen 
Havill has joined the team to help us progress the project through 
to consent stage and the project has been assigned a Council 
project manager. We feel this move confirms the project fits with 
Council and the Local Board’s goals which will be important when 
we apply for funding in the future. 

We are also planning our own local fundraising campaign as the 
community’s contribution to the project. However, that is a little 
way off yet!

Our Proposed Wairau Estuary Boardwalk

Wairau Restoration Plan (read more p.3)
We were delighted to hear that Healthy Waters 
views any boardwalk project as fitting naturally 
with the estuary restoration efforts that will 
flow from their upcoming report. Both actions 
and funding for stormwater and the boardwalk 
can be initiated in tandem in their view.

The opportunity for people to enjoy and 
understand the estuary better through the 
boardwalk would be very positive from Healthy 
Waters’ point of view.

Next step
The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board will 
be considering budgets soon and MRA 
and MBA are hopeful to receive funding 
to move the project through to full design, 
engineering reports and the consent 
process. *

*

*

*
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The Wairau catchment – Glenfield and Sunnynook to Milford Estuary
Stormwater Report by Healthy Waters to Devonport—Takapuna Local Board

Wairau catchment: past actions and future directions 
Extensive industrial and residential development in the 1950s and 1960s throughout the Wairau catchment led 
to flooding and sediment problems and much of the Wairau Stream was concreted to convey large amounts of 
stormwater as quickly out to sea as possible. As a result there is very little natural stream left in 2018. 

The Wairau Estuary is 4 hectares in size and is a large open space in the heart of Milford. It is designated a 
significant ecological area in Unitary Plan. The estuary is unusual as it contains saltmarsh habitat along with 
mangroves and is one of the few remaining saltmarsh areas left in Auckland. 

Healthy Waters is currently drawing up an environmental restoration report and plan for the Wairau for the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. It will:
• Review existing knowledge about the whole catchment, its water quality and problems
• Engage with the local community about proposals (before end of 2018)
• Produce a plan to improve ecological values setting out the options to address particular problems (e.g. 

erosion of banks, floodwaters, contaminated water, rubbish)

The Milford community plan for a boardwalk through the estuary is viewed by Healthy Waters as very 
complementary to their goals of improving the ecological quality of the water. They see public engagement and 
help with water improvement activities as essential to their success.

Targeted Rate to Improve Stormwater Quality
The new targeted rate for stormwater will result in many projects large and small. The Kaipatiki Local Board 
(Glenfield/Birkenhead/Northcote), for instance, has allocated a significant sum towards an industry pollution 
reduction programme in the Wairau Valley. This is important for Milford as the Wairau industrial area is a major 
source of contaminants reaching the estuary. The Croftfield Lane water treatment wetland redevelopment (by 
Harvey Noman in Link Drive) is already acting as a holding and filtration area for water flowing from Sunnynook.  
Increased stormwater storage capacity has been installed at Sunnynook Park and Normanton Reserve has had 
flood mitigation work done.  Healthy Waters are retrofitting gross pollutant traps in the Wairau industrial area to 
remove traffic and industrial contaminants from the water flow. A similar project at Omaru Creek in Glen Innes 
commercial/industrial area (dubbed the ‘most polluted creek in Auckland) has achieved a 20-40% contaminant 
capture improvement.

There are many more proposed water conveyance and flood mitigation projects throughout Glenfield, Forrest 
Hill and Sunnynook, all of which should contribute to a downstream effect at Milford. These include Merrifield 
Ave, Blenheim St, Shakespeare Rd, William Souter St, Totaravale Drive & more. 

We will all have the opportunity to become better informed about what is being done and how we can help 
individually when the community engagement happens later this year. 

Milford Residents Assn was pleased to attend this briefing by Healthy 
Waters on 7 August. Healthy Waters is an actual department of 
Auckland Council with responsibility for stormwater management 
and improving water quality in the region’s streams. (Watercare, in 
contrast, is a council-controlled organisation that manages 
Auckland’s drinking and waste water.) 

Regional overview
Healthy Waters has been directed to improve water quality 
throughout the Auckland region and the targeted rate recently 
introduced is seen as a great opportunity to make improvements. 
There are many local and regional projects already planned or under 
way as the management of stormwater evolves. They have a 
principle that any actions must be sustainable. Photo by Denys Marett, 1960s. 

Chris Marett fishing in Wairau Stream above Waterloo Rd.


